TEACHING   IN   THE   INFANTS     SCHOOL

print-script type, since this goes better with the early
attempts to interpret printed material.

At six or six and a half we can quite well introduce the
children to a cursive style (provided, of course, that this
style will be carried on in the Junior School), since
cursive writing undoubtedly enables the child to write
more easily and rapidly, and this is a great help in the
free writing work that should normally be done in the
last six months of the child's Infants' School life.

Tools and- Paper

The choice of a writing tool is really important, for
the child needs a tool that will help him on his way.
The thick black lead pencil suggested above is suitable
for most of his work. In the Junior School this should be
followed by the use of a broad nib, not by the almost
pin-pointed nib that is the cause of the weak spidery-
looking writing so common in our schools.

Much discussion has ranged round the question of
Alined or unlined paper. In earlier days it was the custom
to provide three-lined paper in the Infants5 School,
and to these lines every child had to accommodate
his writing. This was undoubtedly a mistake. The
"swing of the pendulum35 resulted in the use of plain
paper with no guiding lines at all. It would seem that
this, too, is not really satisfactory for young children.

As we have said; the act of writing is complicated,
involving not merely the formation of letters and words,
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